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I was having a hard time sleeping Friday morning about 4 a.m. I thought I felt the bed sway, but wasn’t sure if it was
me or not ? The next morning as I was having coffee and watching the morning news, I saw that it was a big earth quake hitting
about 29 miles from Tonopah.
That kinda takes me back a few years ! The big earthquakes I remember, started in 1954 with a sequence of five earthquakes in the Fallon area, the first 17 miles east of Fallon. The five had magnitudes of 6.1 to 7.1 over a six month period. They
left huge fissures over a 11 mile area. It was felt big time here in Reno. My cousin was visiting from Fresno, and sleeping in a
bed that had wheels. It rolled him all the way across the floor.
There were many smaller earthquakes, but the next big one I remember was 1966. The RFD A shift crew was sitting in
the kitchen, having lunch, when that one hit. The building began swaying and all I could think of was the bell in the bell tower
over the kitchen, weighing more than a ton, coming crashing down and taking out half of the fire station and killing some of the
crew! When it was all over, a few minutes later, you could still see a crane that was constructing what I believe was the Arlington Tower, still whipping slightly, back and forth with the crane operator still sitting in his seat. When it started, it almost threw
him out, but he grabbed on to something and held on, keeping him from falling to his death!
The biggest earthquake recorded in Nevada, was in 1915 in Pleasant Valley, near Winnemucca. It was a 7.3 magnitude
earthquake.
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THE MOST EXPENSIVE VEHICLE YOU CAN OPERATE, IS A COSTCO
SHOPPING CART

Reno’s 1st Riot !
We were the first fire crew to be in a riot
The wife and I were watching the “Black Lives Matters” riot in downtown Reno after receiving a telephone alert about
7pm last night! I’m not going to comment on last night’s riot because it’s an issue that is building up and will probably never be
settled. But it did remind me of the 1962 New Years Eve Riot, or I guess you could call it the New Years Day riot which started
at 12am. This is the first riot that Reno has seen, but not the last.
Most of the guys at Central Station were still up, waiting to usher in the new year, when the big phone rang and we knew
that something was up. Soon , the buzzer was pushed and everybody slid the poles and congregated around the watch room to
see who was going ? Well, it was the Engine 1 crew which consisted of myself, Leonard Howard, Willis Strasser (operator) and
Captain Shields. We were told that there was a riot starting on Virginia Street and we had to respond in case they needed to hose
down the crowd. As we turned right from Commercial Row, I was amazed at the size of the crowd which was around 5000 people. By then, cops were shooting tear gas and the crowd was picking them up and throwing them back. You would think that in
the last 60 plus years, somebody would have invented a tear gas missile that would break and could not be thrown back, but they
haven’t. In the 1962 riot, there were no broken windows, and no fires. The biggest destruction that I saw was a cop car that was
pelted with beer bottles and shot glasses, which had so many dents in it, it looked like a sponge! We had those same bottles and
shot glasses thrown at us. One hit my helmet and broke, hitting me in the lip, but it didn’t cut me.
The riot we were in was bad enough, but last night’s was far more serious, with broken windows, looting and fires. The
1962 riot scared the s—t out of me, but I am glad I didn’t have to go to last nights! You could see the vehicle that was set on fire
and there was no immediate response by the RFD as you can understand. I turned off the TV at10:30pm, so I never knew if the
fire department did respond ?
Below are some pictures of last nights riot !
Thos guy just happened to bring his baseball bat along !

Reno Fire Antique & Classic Apparatus
Posted these pictures on Facebook. This is the 1902 American Steamer that was the workhorse of the Reno
Fire Department. In one picture the steamer is being pulled by horses. In another, it shows a tow bar that means it
was towed by a vehicle. The caption says that it is one of four steamers that the RFD had. The picture of the horse
drawn steamer is definitely an RFD steamer, sitting in front of the 1900 Central Station.
The picture of the steamer inside a fire station is questionable, but could be inside the 1900 Central with the steamer sitting
in the middle bay. You can see a back door, and that would be
where the back door to the back yard was, next to the bathroom
and watch room. Before the kitchen was added, there was a hay
loft which would be
to the right. Not sure
when the watch room
or when the second
floor offices were
added. The horses
were quartered in the
east bay which later
became the aerial truck bay!
Trying to figure out where the picture was taken with the
steamer pumping at a fire. The caption says, “Maybe at the Riverside
fire in 1922.” Trying to wrap my head around this picture. The building behind the steamer looks like the “Woolworth’s building, ” but there was no fire hydrant on the south east side
of Virginia St. and First st. The hydrant was on the west side of the street in front of the Woolworths Building.
Also, you can see steps going up to the building at the right of the picture. The Woolworth’s building did not have
steps. There s a picture of the Woolworth’s building with the Squad sitting in front, and the windows look different.,
and the Woolworth’s sign is one long sign in the front, not two? This could still be at First and Virginia, but I don’t
think so ! There was a bank building where City Hall is now !
S. E. corner
1st & Virginia
Divided sign
steps

Woolworth’s
Long single
sign

This hydrant is where the squad hooked up at the Masonic fire
on August 15th 1965.

N/W
Corner
Virginia
& 1st Sts.
Hydrant

U.S.S. Nevada BB36

Two WW2 related stories
Recently, there was an article in the newspaper about the U.S.S. Nevada BB36, the only ship that got under way during
the Pearl Harbor Attack, being found under three miles of water ! This reminds me of a couple of stories. Once, while hitch hiking to Reno from the Vallejo Naval Base where my ship was in dry dock, I got a ride to Sacramento by a naval officer. On the seat
next to him was a hand gun. I was not alarmed and didn’t say anything about the gun. During the ride, he asked me if I knew a
certain person and gave me a name. I told him that I did not, and asked why. He told me that if he ever found this guy, he was
going to kill him. Now, that perked me up. I asked him why, and he told me that this guy was the Officer of the deck on the U.S.S
Arizona on December 7, 1941. He went on to say that this guy panicked and never sounded battle stations and that’s why a lot of
sailors died that day.
He continued telling me that this was the first time in history that all of the naval ships had a Sunday inspection scheduled where all ships boilers were shut down. His theory was that Roosevelt knew about the pending attack, and did nothing. Roosevelt knew that most Americans were against becoming involved in Europe’s war. If this was true, an attack on America would
probably change many minds! Watching a youtube video on the Pearl Harbor attack, it said that we had already broken the
Japanese code and knew that there would be an attack, just didn’t know where ! If that was the case, why weren’t all armed
forces on alert ? Maybe this officer knew what he was talking about !
Back to the Nevada. It was the only ship that had any boilers operating on that day. I was told that she had 1 of the 2
boilers working and that is why she was able to get under way during the attack. She was hit with multiple bombs and two torpedoes, and was in danger of sinking. The captain knew that if she sunk in the middle of the harbor, it would block the path for any
other ship to get out, so he had the helmsman steer a course towards the island. The ship was beached at Hospital Point.
Later, after the ship had been rebuilt and refitted, it participated on many WW2 operations, including the assault of Iwo
Jima and Okinawa. At Okinawa, she was attacked by Kamikazes and hit many times by shore batteries, but was able to maintain
her position to support the troops. The Nevada was also at Normandy for the D Day invasion.
After the war was over, the Nevada was deemed to be in need of an overhaul, in order to remain in service, the US Navy
decided the Nevada was too outdated to refit and selected her to serve as a target ship for the atomic bomb tests at Bikini Atoll.
Given a bright orange paint job during her last stop at the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard, the Nevada anchored in the center of Bikini
Lagoon and served as the target for the ABLE air-dropped atomic bomb blast on July 1st, 1946. Surviving both this blast and the
BAKER underwater detonation 24 days later, the Nevada remained defiantly afloat, although she suffered heavy topside and underside damage and was highly radioactive. Towed back to Pearl Harbor in mid-August, the Veteran Battleship was formally decommissioned from US Navy service on August 29th, 1946, ending her 30-year career.
The Nevada remained anchored in the North part of Pearl Harbor for another year as experiments in decontamination and
radioactivity were conducted on her hull and internal spaces. Once the Navy was satisfied that nothing further could be learned
from the battered ship, she was stricken from the Naval Register and towed out of Pearl Harbor for the final time in July 1948.
Brought to this location roughly 65 miles SouthWest of Pearl Harbor, the Nevada was cast adrift and used as a gunnery target for
the crews of the Battleship USS Iowa (BB-61) and the Cruisers USS Pasadena (CL-65) and USS Astoria (CL-90). After absorbing
full broadsides from each ship for several hours, the Nevada rolled over but refused to sink. Requiring a special sortie from NAS
Barbers Point, the Nevada was finally sunk at this location by a single torpedo on July 31st, 1948
For many years, the exact location of the Nevada was not known, just a proximity! In either April or May of 2020, divers found her on the bottom of the ocean about 65 miles
South west of Hawaii under three miles of water.

Last year, I did a story about John Henderson, the permanent A shift Tiller man. John had told me that he was on the
U.S.S. Nevada during the attack in Pearl Harbor, December 7th 1941.
You had to know John Henderson, he was a bucket full of laughs, 5 foot seven and stronger than an ox. I
never knew what kind of a firefighter John was, because all the time he
and I were on the department together, he was assigned the position of
Permanent A Shift Tiller man,
They tell me that in Reno High School, John held the title of
being one of the fastest in track . John also had the good luck of being
on the U.S.S. Nevada, the only battle ship that was able to steam out of
the harbor when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. The newspaper
said that the Nevada was sunk, but that is not true, the ship was beached
because it was sinking and the Captain had her run into the ground to
keep her from plugging up the escape route just in case any other ship
could make it out !
I see that later, John was assigned to a cruiser off of the battle
of Okinawa, and before that, after boot camp, John was assigned as a
junior instructor bugler for the drum and bugle corps in San Diego.
John was the A Shift Tiller man, and the only time anyone else
was A Shift tillerman, was when John was off duty or sick.
He
was funny ! Once, when on watch, he answered the phone and the caller
asked for Xman street, a street that was brand new in Sparks and John
couldn’t find it. The caller harassed him asking him “what kind of fireman are you? You can’t find a damn street, you must be an idiot” The
caller went on and on. John was so mad he was bright red and fuming
and could eat nails. Of course, that call came from the upstairs Central
Station phone with Larry Hunt on the other end.
Once, John decided to dig a basement under his house,
and he did it by going down the crawl hole, digging and filling a 5 gallon bucket, and hauling it up to dump outside. He actually did dig that
basement. I’m not sure how good it was ?
I was the acting Lieutenant one night and we were in the
kitchen talking. The subject of the dreaded Plaza Hotel came up. We
really worried that that old structure across the tracks from the station,
would catch fire and there would be many fatalities. Anyway, John’s
job as tiller man was to go up on the roof and remove the skylight. He
said “I’m not going up there !” I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. I
told him that he should plan on retiring because if we had a fire there
and he didn’t do his job, I would have to fire him. That was a laugh,
Chief VanMeter would never have fired John.
John’s father had just passed away and left John a lot of property. The property was bordered from the river, to Second Street, and
Kietzke to Locust. He also left John a lot of money. John was at the
point were he didn’t like the job anymore and kept complaining. I
guess John thought about what I said, because a few weeks later, he
retired along with three other firefighters.
John had everything going for him, as luck would have it,
tragedy struck John five years after he retired. John was at a car wash
washing his vehicle and after the wash, he parked it on a slope, He didn’t set the emergency brake, and I guess he
forgot to put it in gear, the car started rolling and John jumped in front of it and tried to stop it. He was as strong as
an ox, but not strong enough. It pushed him up against the building, shattering a knee. John went to the hospital
and they worked on the knee. Everything seemed to be alright, but he developed a blood clot and before you knew
it, John passed away Dec.2, 1978
An article in the Nevada State Journal in July 1950, told of a Reno fireman driving down S. Virginia Street saw a car starting
to roll down the street with two panicked small children in it. He decided that he had top do something so he stepped on the
accelerator and drove up and around the front of the vehicle. Then he put on the brakes letting the vehicle hit his car, saving
the two children,. It named the fireman as John Henderson ! The article also said that John’s automobile was damaged but he
shrugged it off !

Chief Bob Leighton Retires !
1995 - 6/1/2020
Bob decided to retire, making him the fourth Leighton to retire from the
fire service along with his father, and two brothers. Only one Leighton still
working as a firefighter! I asked Bob to send me some information that I could
use in the newsletter and here is the information I received !

Joe,
I was hired in 1995 at the age of 19 years old. I remember guys telling me if we
had an emergency call inside a bar, I would need to sit outside in the rig since I
was not 21. I suppose they did not know I had a great fake ID that I had used
since I was 18 years old. I spent 3 1/2 years as a firefighter and promoted to operator. I remained an operator for 7 years and got promoted to the rank of Captain
in 2006. The requirement to take a Battalion Chief test changed to require a
Bachelor’s degree in 2008. I decided to go back to school and get a degree in
Business Administration. This was not an easy task as I had my first child Alyssa
in 2008 followed by twin boys Jake and Luke in 2010. I finished my degree in 2011and got promoted to Battalion
Chief in 2013. I spend 2 1/2 years as a Battalion Chief and then went into the Division Chief position in 2016 and
filled the City Emergency Manager position until my retirement date of June 1, 2020. I was challenged many times
throughout my career with incidents such as the Caughlin and Washoe fires, being the Emergency Manager during two
floods, large explosions, a pandemic, and in my final couple days rioting in
downtown Reno. I was able to work on the same fire engine responding to incidents with my brothers Scott and Steve. I look back at the amazing memories
and experiences throughout my career and appreciate all those that played a
part. I really want to recognize my Dad who got me into this profession and
was such a great role model to help guide and motivate me. At one point in this
valley, my Dad and all four of his sons worked in the fire service. This has
been a passion in my family our whole lives and all of us feel blessed to have
had the opportunity to serve this community.
Thanks,
Bob
Scott, Bob, Lee, Steve, Tim !

Little League Pirates team!
It’s hard to believe that the years have gone by so fast. Lee Leighton and I had become acquainted sometime in the 1970s,
he being a Sparks Firefighter and me from Reno Fire Department. I had been helping coach a little league team that my son,
Randy was on, and the next year, when the #1 coach decided he had enough, I took over the team. I asked Lee if he wanted to
help coach and he did. This picture was some where around 1980 Tim Leighton was on the team. The twins at that time were
around four years old. One night, I had the Leightons over for dinner. The twins were full of mischief at that age so I posted a
sign in my front yard that said, “ Neighbors, hide all
your valuables, the twins are coming over !” It was
good for a Laugh.
Now, four of the Leightons are retired and one
isn’t far behind.

This team was the Pirates,
Tim Leighton is in the middle
row second on the left
The Terrible Twins,
Bob and Scott Leighton
Are in the front holding their
bat boy trophies !
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Hi Joe,
My dad passed away on April 27, 2020. We will have a memorial at a later date. Thank you for keeping the guys together.
Joy Anhold
Keith Henrikson was a true fireman’s, fireman. One of the better Captains that I have worked with! Local 731 and all
of the Reno firefighters, both active and retired, need to thank Keith for all he did to give us better benefits through negotiations!
Politically, Keith had the right idea! He was well known in legislature when he was the president of 731 and Chief negotiator. Keith rented a room in either the local Carson City hotel, or an inn, which was available for any of the legislators upon
request, which helped Keith obtain votes ! Keith was a tough negotiator and did well for 731.
Keith went to work for the Reno Fire Department on February 10, 1954. Keith retired on March 2, 1982 He spent his
winters in Cabo and summer at his place in the woods at Frenchman’s Lake. Keith had dementia and was able to attend a few
lunches, brought by his daughter. Even though he had dementia, he seemed to know everybody.
There was an obituary for Keith on May 31st and June 3rd, but it was so long I decided to leave it out of the newsletter
because there is so much happening this month, that I need space !
Back Row - L to R
Jim Neil, Frank Roemer,
Clel Miller.
Front row L to R
Little Bill Davis,
Reno Mayor
John Chisholm
Keith Henrikson

Dan Tilzey 5/29/2020
All
It is with tremendous sadness that I write to let you know that Dan Tilzey passed away today. Our
Engine 10 responded to a report of a mountain biker down on Peavine today. It was determined
that the biker was Captain Tilzey and he was deceased. The cause of death has not been determined. We will provide more information as it becomes available. Until then keep Dan and his
family in your thoughts and prayers.
Dave Cochran Fire Chief RFD
Retired Captain Dan Tilzey passed away today. Engine 10 was dispatched on a call of a
downed mountain biker on Peavine and they identified Dan. Members of the RFD and 731 are
with Dan's wife Julia and family. Mike Pilcher is the designated RFD family liaison between the
Tilzey family and the department and will be letting 731 known if there is any needs.
Call me at your convenience.
Tom Dunn Vice President Reno Firefighters Association
The Reno Firefighters Association is sad to announce the passing of our good friend, retired Captain Dan Tilzey. Dan was
a highly respected member of our department and was a mentor to several generations of firefighters and truly exemplified what it
means to be a firefighter and a leader. Cool under pressure and quick with kindness, Dan led by example in word and deed and was
a valued member of the water entry team and involved with wild land incident management.
Dan approached all that he did with great passion, and will be remembered fondly and greatly missed by all that knew him. His
passing has left a huge hole in our hearts. Please remember the Tilzey family in your thoughts and prayers. Funeral and memorial
details will be announced at a future date
Dan Was honored at the Grace Church on May 31st.

1949 Larry McDaniel

2020

Last week, I found out that Larry McDaniel, Sparks Fire Department had passed away. I contacted Jan,
Larry’s wife and had a conversation with her. I asked her to send me information and if possible, the obituary that she was going to put in the newspaper, plus a couple of good pictures of Larry ! Jan got back to me
today, the day the newsletter will go out, and told me that she has been so inundated with visitors and friends
that she didn’t have time to write up an obit, but would do it for the next newsletter.
Below is the message that the Sparks Fire Chief sent to all members of the department and retired
Sparks firefighters.

All personnel: I am sad to write that Larry passed away over the weekend. I do not
know the circumstances of how.
Larry was a Sparks HS grad in 1966. He was active Army 1967-69. He signed on as
a volunteer with Sparks Fire Department in August 1970. He was hired as a full time
firefighter on April 19, 1971, for $275.57 bi-weekly. Larry was promoted to Pump
Operator Driver on September 18, 1978, and to Captain on August 3, 1987. He
worked for 31 years to the day, retiring on April 19, 2002, see attached. He was Firefighter of the Year in 1990. The following is from BC Will Brown: “Captain McDaniel is probably best
characterized as a “turned on” employee who is searching each and every day and in all ways to make our
department better. He has done much of this on his off duty time and asks for no compensation.”
From the notes that are left in his file, he was part of the Regional Haz-Mat Team and was instrumental in
teaching classes and streamlining processes in the early days of the team. He was part of the Apparatus
Committee when we started the leasing program with American LaFrance. There are many stories out there,
as he always had a smile on his face and was happy to see you. If you had to back the foam trailer in and
around St. 4, you know what I’m talking about. He and his wife are certified contractors, and he helped
many firefighters with remodels of their houses.
There are no services planned at this time that I know of. I will send another email when more information
comes to me.
Rest in Peace Captain McDaniel. You were a great role model and a mentor to many.
Jim Reid
Fire Chief

Nevada State Journal
May 23, 1976
April 28, 1976

Gepford’s Fire
Somebody posted this picture they took at the
Gepford’s Fire on April 28, 1976 at 600 15th St in Sparks.
I thought I would put the picture and some information in this month’s newsletter. As I remember, Engine 3 with
Keith Henrikson as the Captain, responded on a mutual aid
response to help fight the fire. Not sure if any other engines
from Reno were on the scene! This scene was taken by a
student from Sparks High School. It’s good to find original
photo’s taken by, bystanders, photo’s that haven’t made their
way to the historical society yet!

More on the Gepford’s Fire !

The caption at the left,
says, “Volunteer Sparks
Fireman Al Calsbeck and
Debbie Evans administer
first aid to Leland
Stubblefield, 54, as he lays
among the hoses in the
street near his burning
apartment.
Stubblefield died
later at a Reno
Hospital.

Information from the Galaxy crash !
Last month when I talked to George Kitchen about the Galaxy crash, he told me that the Engine Six truck
crew was told to take care of the boy in the seat, sitting in the middle of Virginia Street. He said tha Mike Mooney
was one of the firefighters on the truck. Today, I received an email from Mike and here is what he had to say.
Hi Joe, thanks for the news letter, that was a memorable incident for me. It was an A Shift day George
Kitchen was Working recall or maybe a trade.
I was driving the Truck and we could see the ball of flame as we left the station. Tom,
sorry his last name won’t come to me, was with me. George had us attend to the young man and his Father who
were in the middle of Virginia St. The Father broke the Boys fall as their seats hit the ground, almost as soon as we
were assigned to help them Medic One showed up and took over.
We were then told to take a line and go to put out the left wing still attached to the plane.
The only other person I can remember is Denis Peirce who was driving Engine 6.
Mike Mooney

Brick and Mortar Stores
In the news lately, there has been stories about large brick and mortar stores struggling, and some even going
out of business. I hate to see this happen, but I can understand why. Instead of driving around wasting gas trying to
find something I need, I quite often, go to Amazon and see if it is there! If it is, in just a few clicks, I chose the subject
and buy it on-line! A few days later, it shows up either in my mail box, or by UPS. At first, I was skeptical about the
quality of these items, mostly coming out of China. But, that doesn’t seem to be a problem.
In the last four or five years, I have bought many things on line, and have never had a problem. Quite a few
items bought on line become stolen after they are put on your porch by UPS, but out here on ten acres, I haven’t had
that problem yet! Most of the things I order, will fit in the mail box so that is pretty safe, except that there have been
times when my mail ends up in a neighbors mailbox.
So, how good are these goodies that I have ordered, that usually come from China? A couple of examples are
computer ink and welding glasses. The ink that I use for my Brother computer printer, will cost about $75 to $100 if I
buy all three colors plus a large black. One day I went online and found some that was really cheap. I got all three
colors and a black for ten dollars. I thought “Right,” it’s probably a rip off! But, I decided to order a package anyway.
Guess what, it worked fine, so I recently ordered another, but a better deal if they work properly. I got a 12 pack of
computer ink, three of each color and three black for $9.73 including tax. Just have to wait and see if they are as good
as the last ones I received. About two months ago, I bought a new dump trailer. It is a nice one, but there were not
any hooks on it for tie downs, so I decided I would make some new hooks and weld them on. I don’t weld very often
and when I do, it looks like hell, but works ! One reason is that the welding hood is hard to use and also hard to see
where you are touching the welding rod. So, just for the hell of it, I went to “Amazon” and looked for a better face
piece for welding. I found a set of glasses that sounded too good to be true. It said that they would stay clear to see,
until you touched the welding rod and an arc would turn the glasses dark to protect your eyes. The cost was $24.87
with tax. Again, I thought, “It’s too good to be true !” Whoa! I was surprised, they worked well and my welds were
not too bad ! It also came with a cheap set of welding gloves, a protective box/cover and 6 extra lens protectors that
you put on after using the glasses, to protect them from scratches.
I also needed a special hex bit, to take a plug out of the hydraulic reservoir on the old dump trailer, and didn’t
have one big enough, it took a half inch shaft, so I went online and found one. It came in a set of three different sizes, a
half inch, 9/16ths, and 5/8ths inch, at a cost of $7.89 plus tax. Also bought a trailer coupler lock for $23.35. I like it
much better than the one I bought locally three years ago for the old dump.
Anyway, just about anything you need is on Amazon.com, and easy to get. That’s why Sears and JC Penny’s
and otler big named stores are almost out of business!
Below are some pictures of items I bought.

12 pack computer
printer ink
$9.73 a $65.27 to
$90.27 savings

$22.35

Heavy duty
1/2 inch drive set hex $8.54

$24.87

A Little political information !
I sent this article out in an email last month, but here it is again !
This was posted on Facebook recently and I came across it this morning. It was posted by a concerned member of 731.
I remember rants from this guy in the past and here he goes again!
I have been retired for over 32 years, so I an not up to date on negotiations or what the contracts give you although I
know that the negotiating committee for 731 has done well.
Jeff Church, a retired police sergeant,, seems to have a hatred for the firefighters of the Reno Fire Department and has
for some time. He put out a video that is 16 minutes and 42 seconds long, slamming the Reno Firefighters, their contracts and
Local 731. I was amazed that other contracts were not mentioned, such as the RPD contracts. I know that when I was working,
the RPD always seemed to get a better contract than we did, because 731 was stronger and butting heads with the negotiators
from the city, so they slapped our hands by giving the RPD a better contract.
Some cops hatred for firefighters is nothing new, in the 60s, there was a lot of tension between the two. One evening,
Sam Salmon and I were heading for the grocery store to pick up some beer and etc for a party at Captain Victor Marini’s house,
heading down California Ave when we were pulled over by two separate cops. I will admit we were probably going a little over
the speed limit, but not that much, maybe 5 miles per hour!! Sam was in his 1962 Corvette and I was in my 4 cylinder 1959 Bug
Eyed Sprite. As you can guess, we were not racing! Anyway. The cop that stopped Sam, had a conversation and let Sam go.
Don Dees, who did not like firefighters stopped me, and gave me a reckless driving ticket! While at the police station to see if I
could eliminate the reckless driving charge, I was talking to a couple of cops that were friends of mine when Dees walked by. I
had already told them what happened and one of them said to Dees,”You gave him a reckless driving ticket?” Dees dropped it to
10 over the speed limit which was $25 at the time. There was no way he was going to give me a break!
Back to the video. I am not sure that you can get it by typing in the address (https://www.facebook.com/qolreno/
https://www.facebook.com/qolreno/
videos/2872742092819867/
videos/2872742092819867/) But if you go on facebook and type in Jeff Church at the search bar, you should be able to see it. In
the video, he slams the firefighters and at one point shows a part of the contract that seems to insinuate that all firefighters are
druggies. He rants about two closed stations and the mandatory four member crews, extra pay for seniority, hazmat, and etc. He
rants about 48 hour shifts with 96 hours off saying that is too much time off. Rants about health insurance, clothing allowance,
accumulation of amount of sick pay. He goes on and on! Here are some of the items he rants about on his video,”Reno in massive debt,RFD pay & benefits out of control, Salaries approaching $500,000 for 1 employee, 2 stations browned out (Closed),
Firefighters allowed to use illegal drugs, Discipline almost impossible, Contract out of wack, Auto Aid and Volunteers generally prohibited, Guarantee 4 person crew, or close stations, Most agencies are three person crews.”
I think that Jeffrey Church forgets that he worked for the City of Reno for 26.75 years under a good contract, and received a good retirement. Jeffrey retired in 2003 and his salary in 2019 according to Transparent Nevada, was $87,433.25. And I
am guessing that he had a nice raise last year as I did, and is probably making close to $90,000 in the PERS retirement alone! .
Jeff also has a retirement from the Military. Anyway, look at the video if you can. By the time this newsletter comes out, the
Primary’s will be over !
One question I have is Why is he bringing this up, he’s running for the Washoe County School Board of Trustees and
the fire contract has nothing to do with that ? In an interview with a newswoman, Jeffrey said that one thing he would like to do,
is,”Pleasantly surprise the teacher’s union?” Just what the hell does that mean ?
If you can’t get the video with the address above, open facebook, go to the search bar and enter Reno Firefighters Association, hit “enter” and look in there under James Leonesio where the caption says, “ Do not vote for Jeff Church or Paul Whi
White”
te”
you can find the video there.

Joe
I want to thank you for all the work you are doing on
the monthly news letter..
A lot of historical research. I don’t see lunch meetings
resuming for quite some time. Same for my radio club
meetings, I sure miss seeing members face to face and
spending time talking over what they have been doing.
In my case for the radio club I hold a local radio
net for operators that are rusty in International Morse
Code twice a month. Although it is designed for the operators that are rusty all HAM’s are welcome. It is a
slow speed code at low power levels. Also it was meant
for local HAM’s I have check ins from southern California and Northern Idaho. And it looks to me that interest is growing.
Among other things that are going on in my life, the book that I have researched written and published, now out of print, is now on Amazon as a e-Book. The title is The Legacy Of John Chisholm
Smyles. You can find it on Amazon.com e-books under Nevada History, for Kindle Readers priced at
only $4.99.
So until later when we can meet again in person stay safe.
Ed Dybowski

Sounds like fun !
Contacting people all over the world use to be quite an accomplishment , but today with the
internet, it is a snap ! Still, there are people that enjoy doing it the old way. If you are a ham, and I
don’t mean a funny person, and you are interested in joining Ed’s group, I am sure he would like to have
you’
You can contact Ed Dybowski by email at

wd7y @sbcglobal.net

